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TAKE NOTICE! 
Persons receiving this paper, cither by 
single copy or for a year, arc informed 
that it is done at the suggestion and ex- 
pense of some friend, and that it will not 
be sent beyond the time ordered. Sin- 
gle copies are sent with a view of solicit- 
ing subscriptions, and all are invited, but 
none will be inveigled. We aim to do a 
straight and honorable business. If you 
like our paper you will take it ; if you do 
not like it, that is the end of it. 


when all secular induction and labor it laid 
aside And, hence, particularly adapted to relig- 
ious instruction. 

(2.) It ii a school for religious instruction 
alone. It* object is not to impart secular knowl- 
edge, or afford entertainment, or merely to secure 
reformation of morals. Its aim is distinctly re- 
ligion a, 

(3.) It is a Bible school. It recognizes no oth- 
er text book, and all systems of theology and de- 
nominational controversies are subordinated to 
God's word, and the lesson to be derived there- 
from. 
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SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

It is our purpose tn write a tieries of articles on 
Babbath schools and Sabbath school work. We 
think we need to improve much in Sabbath school 
work, that we may do the good that is possible 
to be done in this line of church work. Our 
plans will doubtless be criticized severely, 
as they will, most likely, lack system, tor 
they are but crude and the result of limited 
experience. We invite an interchange ot views 
on this subject that it may be brought before the 
people. "In a multitude of counsellors there is 
safety ." 

Sabbath wboolt are usually considered of re- 
cent origin. Though the present form scarcely 
antedates a century, the equivalent ot the Sab- 
bath schools has existed from very early times. 
The modern Sunday school is the outgrowth of 
the modern ayetem of education. To Uobert 
liaikes, of U loucester, England, is to be ascribed 
the honor of originating a movement in the inter- 
est of philanthropy, from which our Sunday 
schools have been derived. Ilia attention was 
called in 1781 or 1782, to the ignorance an i pov- 
erty ot certain children in the suburbs of his na- 
tive city. Hie philanthropic heart, ever respon- 
sive to the call ot humanity, led him to found 
what, in our time, would be called a missionary 
enterprise, hiring some women to teach these chil- 
dren to read and recite the Church catechism. 
Boys and girls, from six to fourteen years of age, 
were received, and instruction was given from ten 
to twelve o'clock on Sunday mornings and again, 
both before and after church, in the afternoon. 

The aim of Mr. Raikes was, in hit own Ian- 
uage, "to civily-.e the common people of the 
ingdom." The success of these schools soon 

m mended tham to public favor, and a society 
formed in 1785, for establishing Sunday 
■choola throughout the kingdom. The teachers 
continued to receive a slight remuneration for 
wnit years — men receiving two shillings and the 

omen from one shilling to one and a sixpence a 
ay, and each teacher having from thirty to forty 

bo) an. 

From this humble beginning the Sunday school 
hae grown, until ai-this- time it is estimated that 
there are more than 5,000,000 scholars that recite, 
each Sabbath, from the tame passages of scrip- 
ture. 

Tha disti nctive features of tba Sunday school 
are : (1.) It is hold on the first day of the week, 
• time held as sacred bv all Christian churches ; 


< 


to hear the same lessons, from the same source of 
truth. 

(5.) The instruction is free to all ; it is given 
by the laity, usually, and thus opens a Held of 
work to the young members of the church, and 
the laity generally. 

(6.) The instruction is supplementary to that 
of the family, the state, and the ministry. The 
Sunday school has a field upon whieh the state 
dare not enter, gives instructions with a regular- 
ity and method that few households can secure, 
and gains a nearer access to young minds than 
the minister, in mixed assemblies, can hope to 
find. 

(7.) It is independent. It is a law unto itself. 
It devises its own methods : it arranges its own 
sessions; it supports itself; and, if let alone by 
old fogies, gives no one any trouble and does much 
good. 

In early times instruction in the scriptures was 
given before people were taken into the church 
These chatecumens constituted, according to sev- 
eral of the Fathers, a separate order in the mem- 
bership of the Church, and comprised both the 
children of believers and adults from heathen 
society, who desired admission into the Church. 
The time of probation lasted from two to three 
years, although it was frequently reduced to a 
much smaller compass. In the Catholic and some 
other churches this is still adhered to, hut in 
those where this is not the case, the Sabbath 
school takes its place to a great degree. It like 
Timothy, we were instructed in the Holy Scrip- 
tures from our youth up, the need tor the Sunday 
school, would not be so great, but so long as such 
teaching is not done in the household, the de- 
mand for Sunday schools will be imperative. It 
is not enough that it be shown that it can be done 
in the home circle, it must be shown that it will be 
done there before we oh a! I consent that the de- 
mand can be met in any way, other than it is 
now. 

There has always been op position to the Sun- 
day school on various grounds. The Scotch ob- 
jected on the ground that it was unnecessary, 
since the instruction in the catechism was suffi- 
cient ; the Catholics may take the same; and vari- 
ous other pretexts have been advanced ; but what 
objection could the German Baptists advauce,save 
that such instruction routd be given at home, and 
was therefore a waste of time, and that it was 
conformity to the world^ — the great fountain of 
objection to so many things good ? It was my 
good fortune to be able to attend a Sunday school 
in a "Dunkard" church for almost a quarter of a 
century, but this was exceptional, aud unless the 
wheel of progress had fallen into "Progressive,' 
hands, it never would have found a foothold. Even 
to-day it is looked upon with agrealdeal of sus- 
picion and tolerated merely as a "necessary evil" 
by conservative leaders. 

In our next we shall attempt to discuss the or- 
ganization of the Sunday school. 11. F. H. 


QUERIES AND ANSWERS. 

In No. 25, of Kvakoblibt, in an editorial, among 
a number of good suggestions is one concerning 
the observance of the Sabbath. As there are some 
who think that it is right to do right at all times 
and wrong to do wrong at any time, and that one 
day is just aa sacred as another, will yon 
please give Bible authority for the observance of 
the Sabbath as a day for the worship ot Cod, in 
any wise different from any other day T By Bible 
authority ie meant the teachings of Christ or his 
apostles. II. I'. Mktcau-. 

Heston, I ml. 

This question is a very old one, and opens up 
the Sunday question in all its magnitude. Many 
are the books that have been written in juatitica 


Those who object to the present Sabbath system 
generally appeal to the following texts : 

"5 One man esteemeth one day Above another 
another esteemeth every day alike. Let «rery 
man be fully persuaded in his own mind. 

6 He that regardoth the day, regardeth it unto 
the Lord ; and he that regardeth not the day, to 
the Lord he doth not regard if, lie that eateth, 
eateth to the Lord, tor he giveth God thanks : and 
he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and 
giveth God thanks." Romans 14 : 5, 8. 

"10 Ye observe da) s, and months, and times,and 
yearn 

II I am afraid ot you, leet I have bestowed up 
on you labor in vatn. Galatians .4 : 10, 11. 


(4.) It is a school ot social equality, where rich 
and poor, old and young meet on a commtfu level k "}L.. et _f °_ m _ an th * re t ore . '^ e JOU !52*L? 


in drink, or tn respect of a hoi \ day, or of the sab- 
bath days. 

17 Which are a shadow ot things to come ; but 
the body is of Christ." Colossiatm 2 ; 16, 17. 

These texts undoubtedly have their weight, but 
it is a mistake tor us to wrest solitary passages of 
Scripture from their original meaning to prove a 
preconceived theory. We prefer taking the mass of 
evidence and then form a conclusion. 

In opening onr subject we most refer to the 
Jewish Sabbath, The observance of the seventh 
day as a day of rest aud worship was peculiar}' He- 
brew. This has been and always will be, one of the 
great distinguishing teat urea of the Jewish relig- 
ion. Aud we believe, from the tact that it was 
not giveu orally by Moses, but written on tablets 
of atone by the finger ot God, that with the other 
nine of the Decalogues, it was intended to be per- 
petuated. And this day has been scrupulously 
kept by the Jews up to the coming of Christ, ex- 
cept probably in times ot national degeneracy. 
And we all know how the Jews persecuted our 
Lord tor what they considered a violation of ita 
lawB. And on one occasion when his actions were 
called in questionable announces himself aa "Lord 
ot the Sabbath." And in connection with this 
assertion bt said, "The Sabbath waa made tor 
man and not man for the Sabbath." Mark 2 I 27, 
28. We must remember that he was then address- 
ing an audience who had been taught by rabbinical 
traditions to "make void" the original spirit of 
the law by useless exactions ; to regard the mere- 
ritual observances ot the day, as a chief end to 
which every spiritual interest was tn be subordi 
natedt Even works tf necessity and mercy were 
rigidly avoided and the miracles of Jesus were 
placed upon a level with those needless labors 
that were prompted by lawless greed. 

The great tact taught us in this assertion of 
Christ is that mau is greater than the Sabbath, 
and that the Sabbath was to be used as a means 
and not as an end. We are tempted to speculate 
here a little, but we will refrain. We will only 
ask you to ponder well over these words, and con- 
nect them with the ideas that may be suggested 
here concerning the fourth commandment. 

When the Decalogue was giveu to the Jews, 
you will notice that it did not originate the Sab- 
bath as a new institution. It pointed to the past. 
Its first announcement is, "Remember the Sab- 
ha ih day to keep it holy." The Sabbath had al- 
ready been in existence. Notice then what fol- 
lows : "Six days sbalt thou labor * * the sev- 
enth is the Sabbath." We cannot see this forces 
the Sabbath on a set day of the week, ns deter- 
mined by this or that system of chronology or 
mode of reckoning. It marks out relative, not 
absolute time. Sabbath means reat. Therefore 
after six days of toil comes the day of rest. This 
is the law. And this day of rest must be kept 
holy. This structure of the phraseology was not 
accidental, we consider it was designed, as the sub- 
sequent history ot the Sabbath indicates. 

It is true that the Lord said nothing about the 
observation of any day above another. Neither 
did he, on the other hand annihilate the Sabbath. 
However we notice that he taught the Jews some 
good, wholesome lessons aa to how it was to be 
observed. This was done more by precept than 
by direct command. The Savior desired that they 
should enter into the spirit ot the law. 

Aa to the authority tor the christian Sab bath, 

a i i ■ . ■ tf — _ j — * 

we oner the fo ll owing evidence . The Resurrect 
tion, which took place on the first day of the waelt, 


was the great even t of the Christian eta . And 
again, on the day ot I'entecost, which waa on the 


Tirat day of the week, we read "they wer e (ill with 
one accora in one place/ 1 Tina day was now in- 
jested w jifaljr reater significance by ttie^descenfTo t 
the Holy Spirit. Waa this accidental or inten - 
tion of tbe change of the Sabbath from the aeventh tional T Mark that on the sixth day of the waek 


to the first day of the week and of tbe manner in 
which the day ia observed as a Christian holy-day. 
Yet we find that many are still unsatisfied. As 
nothing has yet appeared in the Evanoxmst on 
this Sunday question we will take this opportuni- 
ty of tracing this change to it origin, and giving 
you all the authority we find for it in the New 
Testament. 

Wa will commence then by saying that there is 
no positive command to be found, either from the 
Lord or hie Apostle* for the observance of the 
Sabbath on the first day the week. The author- 
lty for our present observance of the Christian 
Babbath ia gathered from inference and precept. 


our Lord was crucified. On the se venth d ayTe 
waa in thesepuicli re. The shepherd had beeu 
amitten — the sheep were scattered. It was a day 
ot grief and gloom to the disciple*. It seems nat- 
ural to us that in parting from the old dispensa- 
tion (looking at it from an uninspired point of 
view,) and debating in their minds what day they 
should set apart tor worshipping God, and the * 
follow t_tflligiona instinct common to'all men, 
t hey would unanimously choose th e 
UjtoneetHKL 

There ia another circumstance mentioned in 
Acta 30: 7, aa having occurred at Troas, many 
years after the occurrence at Pen teeost. Chris- 


tianity had now gained 
that^o "the first i 


\ 


foothold. Mm are t»M 
edii 
er to break hreaAJpanl rn^fc^ 
Now this look* very much as if thia ^ 
waa the day that the disciples mat together to 
pray end receive instruction, Tha matter of 
course manner in which this tact ia aaaerted, lead* 
us to infer this was no unusual occurrence. 

Then Pan) in 1 Cor. 16 : 1, 2, alludes to the first 
day ot the week, aa one already known for the 
celebration of religions duties. The language 
in fere that he is referring to a common circum- 
stance ; and to the usual duties of the day he de- 
sires them to add that of almsgiving. 

In Hebrew 10 : 25 we read the exhortation, "not 
forsaking the assembling of yourselves together, 
as tbe manner of some is, but exhorting one an- 
other." This alludes to a practice that seems to 
be so well known that no description was neces- 
sary — that of meeting together. Multitudes can- 
not assemble together regularly unless they have 
an appointdd and regular time. And it was to 
this time that the writer alluded, and this can 
scarcely be any other than tbe day under consid- 
eration 

The last passage we will refer to is where John 
speaks of himself in the Revel ationa, as being in 
the spirit on the "Lord's Day." Now wa have 
some persons that would question whether thia 
day referred to the first day of the weak. Some 
might suggest it was the Sabbath, If it was. it 
would be but reasonable for us to think he would 
have called it that. There is no doubt but that 
John used the term by which the day waa known. 
Aud here in his solitude, he was observing the 
"Lord's day" in thoughts and exercises which 
united him with his absent brethren. 

We might alto refer to Galatiane 4 : 10, 11. and 
Coloiaians 2 ; Itj, 17 in prool of the fact that the 
Sabbath or seventh day was no longer recognized. 
We might also refer to some ot the early fathers, 
Ignatius, the disciple of John, Justin Martyr and 
others ; but you wanted "Bible authority," ao we 
have given you whatthere ia. 

As far aa doing right and doing wrong are con- 
cerned, of course there are no particular days for 
either. The followers of the Lord Jeans should 
always do right, and of course every day should 
be aacred. But to coueecrate every day to public 
worship is not practicable. 

What is the literal meaning of the wordGospelf 
I have heard the meaning given in ao many differ- 
ent ways that I am curious to know which is 
right. J. R. Kt'«Ti. 

The word "Gob pel" is compounded of two An- 
glo-Saxon words, god, good, and spell, history, 
story, news, so that gatldpetl meant good news or 
tidiugs,which ia a translation of the Greek termap- 
[ilieil as a title to the tour inspired histories of the 
life and teachings of Chria*. Referring to the 
first of these narativea, it very appropriately in- 
scribed, The Gospel according to Matthew. 

Whenever we aee picture of angels, we always 
notice that they are represented as having wings. 
Now where did this idea first originate? If yon 
can tell us through your valuable paper, many of 
your readers would be glad of the information. I 
notice that nothing is said in the Bible about an- 
gel's wings. T. McFadmn. 

Don't know. This idea may have originated 
from the wings of the Cherubims covering the 
mercy seat (Exodus 25 : 20). Or from the fact that 
angels are merely messengers of God, and that in 
going from place, ascending and descending in 
the service or Jehovah, the idea entered the hu- 
man mind centuries ago that wings were necessa- 
ry for this purpose. It ia ao natural for man to 
judge of heavenly things from a human point of 
view. 

Is the narrative of the rich man and Lazarus as 
recorded in Luke 16th, a parable or a reality ? 

JOS, E. KOBKRTBOK. 

The word parable (parabote, Greek) ia derived 
from a verb meaning to compare. Teaching by 
parable or com pari boh was our Savior's favorite 
way. Spiritual truths would have been incom- 
prehensible to the carnal mind, if the Lord had 
not taken matters of every day occurrence and 
within tha comprehension of his hearers and thus 
illustrate them so that they could be comprehend- 
ed in part, at least. There are some people who 
claim that many of the Lord's parables were ficti- 
tious or imaginary and not real facts. There may 
have been parables spoken of in a genersd way 
without any reference to any particular event ; 
take for instance the parable of The Bower, the 
Lost Sheep, the Lost Piece of Money, and others 
of like nature. But when the Savior of mankind 
makes the assertion positively that "there was a 
certain rich man," we will not dare to doubt it. 
Let tbe issue lie between those who doubt its re- 
ality or truthfulness and the Lord. The reason 
we ere so anxious to have thia parable imaginary 
or unreal, is because it conflicts with some pre- 
conceived notions wa have of eternity,, and because 
we are unable to understen d it The truth taught 
us bet* ia ao plaia that it we heed the warning it 
will be well with us. Tbe Lord will take oaf* of 


